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Christ the King Sunday 
Rev. Dennis H. Kelly 

 

Grace, mercy and peace be yours from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
With all of the racial & sectarian conflicts going on in our nation and around the world, I 
am reminded of another time in the life of our nation.  I remember most vividly 1968 – a 
year in which this nation seemed to have gone mad. Riots occurred in nearly every 
major urban center including Chicago. It was the year of the assassinations of Dr. 
Martin Luther King and Bobby Kennedy.  It was also a year of protests against the 
Vietnam War and the riots that took place during the Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago.   
 
As we look back upon those years, we can say that we have come a long way as a 
nation since then. However, we must also admit that systems of racial and economic 
injustice still exist. There are still are great differences in how people view the world, 
viewpoints shaped in part by the lens of race, economics, religion and politics.  
 
What is really at stake is the issue of power. Who gets to decide what and who gets 
make those decisions for others? The battle for power can be found in our economic, 
political, religious, and religious systems. It can also be found in our family systems.  
 
Those who are in power seek to maintain that power. Those who are not in power seek 
to gain it. Power is the way that human beings seek to dominate and control one 
another.  Power gives me access to resources through which I can provide safety and 
security for me and my tribe or family and maintain control over those of another tribe or 
family. If I do not like someone, if I distrust or fear him or her, even if I do not understand 
him or her, I seek to have power over him or her.   
 
When we read the exchange between Jesus and Pontius Pilate in our Gospel lesson for 
today, we see a classic battle over power. Jesus has been brought to Pilate, the Roman 
Governor, not because he has violated any Jewish or Roman laws, but simply because 
he has been perceived to be a threat to those in power.   

 To the Jews leaders, he was a threat to their religious and social power.   

 To the Roman leaders, he was a threat to their political and economic power.   
 
Jewish and Roman leaders had struck a delicate balance. The Romans, as the 
occupying power, needed to maintain that power by controlling the Jewish population. 
This control came, in part, through their economic and military might. However, the 
Roman army could control every region, every town, and every neighborhood. So they 
depended on the cooperation of the Jewish authorities. The Romans allowed the Jewish 
authorities to maintain control over the religious life of the people, if they in turn would 
make sure than no one would threaten the military and political power of the Roman 
authorities. It was a delicate balance, but one which had benefits for both sides. 
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Then along comes a man named Jesus. He spoke before large crowds with great 
wisdom and authority. He stirred up in the people their great Messianic hopes. Rumors 
spread like wildfire that he had come to usher in a new kingdom.   
 
Some of his methods were a bit unconventional. He avoided the social and religious 
elite. He sought out those who were powerless; the sick, the lame, the dying, the poor, 
etc. He crossed all social boundaries. He even ignored many of the ritual laws. You 
couldn’t really pin anything on him, because he would never answer a question directly. 
He frustrated some of the greatest legal minds of his time.   
 
So threatened by him were the religious leaders that they sought ways to undermine his 
authority and expose him as a fraud. When those attempts failed, they decided upon 
more drastic measures. They had him arrested and tried.  Eventually he is brought to 
the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. 
 
Pilate asks him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He knew that Jesus was no king, that 
he had no political power. But the Jewish authorities, hoping that he would be perceived 
to be a threat to Roman authorities, tried to have him tried for treason. The Romans 
made it perfectly clear that there was only one king, one emperor and anyone who 
claimed to be the emperor could be killed for treason. 
 
“Are you a king?”  Pilate asks.  In other words, “are you a threat to those of us in 
power?” “Why do you ask?” answers Jesus. “Is this because I have made this claim, or 
is it because others have made this claim about me.” 
 
Pilate knew that Jesus had made no claims that would truly threaten Roman authority. 
Yet he also knew that the powerful Jewish authorities felt threatened by him. “What 
have you done,” he asks, “how have you threatened their power?”  Jesus answers, “I do 
not seek the kind of power you have,” answers Jesus, “The source and the goal of my 
power are not of this world.  If I wanted this kind of earthly power, I could have had my 
followers seize it long ago.” 
 
Clearly Pilate does not get it. So he asks him again, “So you are a king?”  Jesus 
answers, “For this I was born, I came to be a witness to truth.” And Pilate then asks him, 
in words not recorded in our Gospel lesson, “What is truth.” 
 
What is at stake here are two competing views of power. On one side you have the kind 
of power that is held by Roman and Jewish authorities. This power is the kind that we 
see throughout human history.  

 It is the kind of power that seeks to dominate and control.  

 It is the kind of power that will maintain itself at all cost.  

 It is the kind of power that depends on others being powerless.  

 It is the kind of power that feeds upon those who are dependent upon that power.  

 It is the kind of power that demands that some be on the inside and others be on 
the outside.  

 It is the kind of power that says that they are evil but we are good. 
 
But Jesus says I’ve got a different kind of power, I have the power of truth. My power is 
divine. This powerful truth reveals that:  
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 God loves all people.  

 Is more powerful to lift somebody up than to tear him down.  

 Love is a much more powerful weapon to guide the human spirit than even 
the collective acts of the mightiest of armies.  

 The inclusive embrace of God’s love is stronger than any physical, social or 
even psychological barriers that we human being could possibly imagine.   

 That God’s creative nature to produce abundant life is greater than our 
misuse of human creativity. 

 
While human power often seeks to divide people, divine power seeks to unite people.   
 
While human power often brings misery and pain to the powerless, divine power brings 
hope and joy.   
 
While human power seeks to control with gun and sword, divine power seeks to inspire 
through cradle and cross.   
 
While human power seeks to be served and to bring glory unto itself, divine power gave 
up its glory to serve others in order that all might be glorified.  While human power is 
limited by the cycles of human life and death, divine power transcends both life and 
death. 
 
The Jewish authorities didn’t get it.  The Roman authorities didn’t get.  And sadly most 
people in power today don’t get it. Until we all get it, until we open our eyes to God’s 
truth, the kingdom of God will only be a vision, and never a reality. 
 
For us to celebrate Christ the King on this day we must acknowledge that we are not 
God. We must recognize the limits of all human power. We must affirm that the only true 
and ultimate power that exists in this world and beyond is the power revealed in the 
truth of God’s grace and love will. Let it be our mission as followers of Jesus Christ to 
reveal this truth to the world around us. When we reveal this truth to others through our 
words and our deed, we become witnesses to the reign of God. 
 
Amen. 


