
WHAT WONDOROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 

There is an old saying that “March comes in like a lion, out like a lamb.” In es-

sence, it recognizes that March is that month during which the cold darkness of 

winter gives way to the first hint of spring.  There is moistness in the air. Tulips 

and daffodils and crocuses began to poke their heads up through the soil. 

Spring rains bring needed nutrients to the soil. Where once there was the ap-

pearance of death, there is now the emergence of new life! 
 

We go through a similar kind of transformation through our worship services 

during March. We begin in the midst of Lent. The sounds of Ash Wednesday still 

echo with the words, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall re-

turn.” Lent is introspective, often somber, reserved, and penitent. 

The Lenten journey takes us from the wilderness to the gates of Jerusalem 

where the observance of Holy Week begins. We listen to the shouts of 

“hallelujah” by the adoring crowds. We hear the words of Jesus at the last sup-

per, preparing the disciples for his departure. We hear the political and religious 

elite utter threats of heresy and sedition against Jesus. We follow Jesus to Gol-

gotha and watch him die like a common criminal on the cross. We weep with 

others as he is buried in a borrowed tomb. 

Next comes three days of waiting and wondering what will happen next. After 

three days, we follow the women as they discover an empty tomb. They are told 

that Jesus is not there – that he has risen. We see them run to tell the others. It 

takes a while for all of this to sink in. Yet there in the garden stands Jesus, full 

of life and love, almost as if the week we call holy was only a nightmare.  

I look forward to the journey that we take together from Palm Sunday to Easter. 

It is full of drama. There is a mixture of emotions. However, the one thing that 

holds it all together is God’s love for us. God seeks to bring us new life. 

One of my favorite Holy Week hymns is “What Wondrous Love is this?” It begins 

with these words:  

What wondrous love is this, o my soul, o my soul. What wondrous love is this?  
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss,  

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse 
for my soul? 

 

In words that are simple and clear, this hymn captures the essence of the spiri-

tual journey we take in March. It is a journey towards the Lord of bliss, whose 

love for us is beyond all human understanding. He brings us the promise of ev-

erlasting life. Let us journey together! 
 
 

Pastor Kelly 

G
ra

ce
V

in
e 

N
ew

sl
et

te
r 

Grace 
Lutheran 
Church 

 

Libertyville 
Illinois 

 
 

March 
2016 



Grace Lutheran Church  

Staff and  

Volunteer Coordinators 
 

Staff 

Rev. Dennis Kelly ~ Pastor 
LuAnn Schon ~ Administrative Assistant 

Karen Semler ~ Director of Children’s Ministries 

Wendy Haas ~ Choir Director/Organist 
Michele Moras ~Choir Accompanist 

Marilyn Winter—Membership Secretary 

Eva Balogh ~ Maintenance Engineer 
 

Growing With Grace Preschool 
Sarah McAuliffe ~ Preschool Director 

 
Terrific Two’s Staff 

Jen Carabello ~ Mary Kay Janezic 
Jennifer Erdmann 

 

Tremendous Threes/Fabulous Fours Staff 
Jeannine Finn ~ Heather Giles ~ Amy Weaver 

Sarah Nixon ~ Mary Hughes ~ Lisa Mueller 
Joni Stevenson ~ Paula Clark 

 

Church Council 
Jon Vold ~ President & Social Ministry 

Don Petz ~ Vice President & Building and Property 
Michael Quist ~ Secretary & Worship Life 

Tory Ramaker ~ Treasurer & Finance 
Cara Doherty ~ Growth in Faith 

Wendy Kemp ~ Congregational Life 
Don Peterson ~ Outreach 

 

Volunteer Coordinators 

Tom Dorow ~ Lectors & Communion Assistants 
Carole Karlenzig ~ Greeters & OWLS 

Craig Schander ~ Ushers 
Nicole Gay ~ Nursery 

Emmi Wegner ~ Counters 
Carmen Rogers & Kathy Slaw ~ Altar Care 

 

Roberta Ringham ~ Caring and Sharing 
Nancy Bruick ~ Service Workshop 

 Shirley Callison & Roberta Ringham ~ BookMarks 

Mike Matthies and Cal Callison ~ Afternoon Bible Study  
Sue Dolan ~ CHATT 

Carol and Ken Kulas ~ GABBRS 
Jeff McClurg ~ PADS 

Marilyn Winter ~Winchester House Bingo 
Jon Vold ~ Feed My Starving Children 

Gary Ringham ~Adventure Club 
Marilyn Struss & Carmen Rogers ~ Café Grace 
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The Praise Team Needs You! 
Having bid our fondest farewell and Godspeed to 
Phyllis,  the Praise Team will be looking for a new 
team leader in the weeks and months ahead.  Mean-
while, the spirit of worship at Grace will continue — 
and we need you! 

First, pray for the team and its spirit and leadership.  
If you feel called to be a leader, or know of someone 
we ought to call, please let us know.  Contact Julie 
Rick at julierick1204@gmail.com, or reach out to Jon 
Vold javold@aol.com, 847/791-8653 or anyone on 
council. 

But consider being a part of the team, too.  Yes, you 
can stand up with Joanne, Pam, Jodi, Michelle, Julie 
and Tom on Sundays, and new voices and talents are 
always welcome, but we are also looking for help in 
any of the following areas:  
            Setting up the audio/visuals 
  Running the Powerpoint 
  Checking the mikes   
  Choosing the songs we sing 
  Finding new video presentations 
  Sending in photos from Grace events 
  Adding your voices! 

 

If you have talents to share or a willingness to learn... 
If you want a new worship experience, or a new song 
to sing... 
If you’ve ever noticed that it is easier to sing when 
there are voices around you, or words up on the 
screen... 
If you know you can’t do it all, but maybe can do a 
small part… 
Then we want you!   Come, and be a part of the 
team!  With thanks and praise, 
 - Jon Vold, for the Council  

- Julie Rick for the Praise Team  

PLEASE CONSIDER USHERING - We are looking 
for more ushers for Sunday morning services.  We are 
putting together the ushering team schedule for April 
through March of new year and could use more vol-
unteers.  You would be put onto an existing team and 
have the opportunity to get to know your team and 
other members of the congregation as you greet 
them on Sunday mornings.  It is a great way to serve 
the Lord during your Sunday morning worship.  
Please contact Craig Schander at 847/549-6605 or via 
e-mail at cnb252000@gmail.com with questions or to 
sign up for the 8:30 or 10:00 service or you can leave 
word with LuAnn in the church office. 

mailto:julierick1204@gmail.com,
mailto:javold@aol.com,


Join us for Easter Sunday Breakfast following both worship services. 



THE JOURNEY CONTINUES 

The theme for the Lenten season is Living Lent as People of the Resurrection. Each week we focus 
on a particular word that describes the experience of living as people of the resurrection.  
Thus far our words have been: 

 

February 10: Ash Wednesday:  PONDER  We examine our relationship with God.  

 

February 17:  Lent 1   PURPOSE  We discover that all have a purpose in God’s  
       kingdom.  
February 24:  Lent 2   PEOPLE  We remember that God’s love is for all  people. 

 

March 2:  Lent 3    PROCLAIM  We proclaim the news that brings life to faith. 
 
 

This journey will continue throughout March as we reflect upon the following: 

 

 

March 9:  Lent 4   PRAISE  We are called to celebrate the love of God. 

 

March 16:  Lent 5   PAIN  We understand the pain of rejection. 

 

March 20: Palm Sunday  PALMS  We welcome the King of Glory with palms in our 
       hands. 
March 24: Maundy Thursday PRAYER  We watch as Jesus prays in anguish. 
 

March 25: Good Friday   PASSION We witness the passion and Christ’s death.  
 

March 27: Easter Sunday PARADISE We celebrate that paradise is ours through  

       the resurrection of Christ. 

SOUP SUPPERS continue on Wednesday 
nights March 2, 9, and 16 before the 
Lenten Vesper Services.  Soup is served 
from 6:15 to 6:45.  Baker's Square is   
supplying us with two different soups and 
fresh-baked dinner rolls each week at 
their cost, and Grace members have of-
fered to bring cookies for dessert.  There 
is no cost to diners for the meals; if you 
wish to give a free-will offering in thanks 
for the meal, the donations will be given 
to the ELCA World Hunger Fund. 

Plan to stay after worship 
Easter Morning for Easter 
Breakfast at Grace. 
Hosted by the high school 
R.O.C.K. Youth, they’ll serve a 
delicious light breakfast of your 
favorites items. following both 
worship services on Sunday, 
March 27.   Please join us for 
good food and fellowship!        
A Free Will offering will be received to benefit the youth group 
for their summer Rosebud mission trip. 



 

BOOKMARKS BOOK GROUP . . . For the season 
of Lent, we will meet on the second Tuesday of the 
month, at  7:00 p.m. The book we will be discussing 
on March 8th is “One Summer America, 1927 “ by 
Bill Bryson. The group will gather at the home of 
Verna Odom.  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST - takes place Saturday, 
March 12th , 8:30 a.m., at Lamb’s Farm  

 

 

KNIT ONE,  PRAY TOO 
The Caring & Sharing Team is looking for knitters 

and /or crocheters to help 
with Prayer Shawl minis-
try.  These shawls are a 
blend of prayers, talents, 
gifts and grace.  They are 
given as symbols of comfort 
and love to members and 
friends of Grace Church and 

also to the chaplain ministry at Condell Hospital.  If 
you are already a crafter or would like to learn, we 
will be happy to provide lessons and materials. 
Please contact the church office or Roberta Ringham 
at (847) 367-8917.     

 

FAITH AND FELLOW-
SHIP NIGHT WITH  
THE CHICAGO WOLVES. 
Join us Saturday, April 
9th, 7:00 p.m. This night 
is dedicated to providing 
church groups with a 
memorable night of fun, 
fellowship and song. Pre-
game, Wayne Messmer will be there to share his 
story, “Keep The Faith” Then following the game, 
stay for the post-game concert by “Consumed By 
Fire”. Tickets for this event are $17.00. Contact 
Jake Govorchin at jgovorchin@gmail.com to reserve 

your tickets. 

 

MY FATHER’S LOVE is an exhibit of intricate mo-
saic designs depicting Biblical scenes.  These panels 
were created by a homeless gentleman who could 
neither write nor draw but was inspired by God in a 
dream.   He created the panels with hundreds of 
thousands of half-inch diamond shaped pieces of 
wood cut from one hundred-fifty varieties of 
trees. We are very fortunate to have these panels 
on display at the former Fould’s Pasta Factory lo-
cated at 360 2nd street in Libertyville.  Admission is 
free and hours are limited so check out this web-
site  www.myfatherslove.info or call (847) 224-0039 
for more information.  This is truly an inspiring ex-
perience not to be missed  

OUTREACH UPDATE . . .On Sunday, February 
14th, a new member breakfast was held. Not all 
new members could attend. A majority of the 
Church Council was on hand to meet prospective 
new members along with many volunteers who 
served breakfast and contributed home made des-
serts. My wife, Pauline Peterson, Kay Kietzer, Micky 
Alkire, Mary Peron, and Jen Knutson also contrib-
uted in making this occasion very successful. Pastor 
Kelly gave everyone a wonderful history of the Lu-
theran background which was very informative.  
 

The following Sunday, our New Members were offi-
cially received and a small reception marked the oc-
casion.  Thank  you to everyone who helped make it 
possible for this special occasion.  
Don Peterson 

Life at Grace . . . 

GRACE 2016 SPRING/SUMMER ADULT SOFTBALL TEAM -  We are look-
ing for members to play on the Spring/Summer softball leagues which are 
scheduled to begin the week of April 24th.  There will be 11 regular season 
games followed by a single elimination tournament. We’ll play at the Libertyville 
Sports Complex. You be must 18+ years to play. We are looking for at least 13 
people interested in playing, to cover 10 position players, due to peoples travel/
work schedule. Sign-up sheet is located on the church bulletin board. Sign up 
by March 11th. 

http://www.myfatherslove.info
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 10 Year Celebration 
      June 5th, 2016 
Celebrate with Us!!! 

It has been 10 years since Growing with Grace  
Preschool opened its doors.  The Preschool 

would like you to save the date to join us for 
the  celebration!  If you are interested in  
helping us plan the event please contact  

Cara Doherty (caralj28@gmail.com)   

VBS 2016 CAVE QUEST 

June 20th-24th 

 The Grace community’s children are starting to 
wonder what this year’s theme is for VBS.  We 
are looking forward to embarking on a Cave 

Quest Adventure the week of June 20th-24th.   
In order to provide this amazing experience, we 
need volunteers!!  We are looking for high school 
age and adult volunteers that can join us the en-

tire week from 12:45pm-4:15pm.  As well as, 
volunteers to come an afternoon or two.  There 

are also opportunities to help us with set up, 
decoration and at home projects.  We will be  

recruiting youth volunteers in May.   

If you are able to help the week of VBS or help 
prior to it, please contact Michelle Sieks 

(msieks@yahoo.com) 

C.O.O.L. FOOD PANTRY – C.O.O.L. is provid-
ing Easter meals for those in need. They will be 
accepting monetary donations or food items to 
make a COOL EASTER FOOD BASKET to include 
the ham and all the trimmings. Monetary dona-
tions of $20.00 can be made out and sent di-
rectly to C.O.O.L., with “Easter Meal” on the 
memo line. Donated food items can be brought 
to COOL at their new location at 800 W. Glen 
Flora Avenue, Waukegan. Thank You. 

 

THE CONFIRMATION 
CLASS NEEDS YOUR 
EASTER BASKET SUPPLY 
DONATIONS! - They will  
be making Easter Baskets for 
the area’s child services on  
Tuesday, March 15. Items 
needed are: Baskets, Choco-
lates, Books, Small Toys, Stickers, Stuffed Ani-
mals, Plastic Eggs, Rolls of Clear Plastic Basket 
Wrap. Donations can be placed in the blue tubs 
in Café Grace.  
Donations are needed by March 14! 

Our Church Family . . . 

We welcome the following new members 
into our church family: 

Joel, Kim, Joey and Emilie Bissing 

Matt, Julie, Ben and Elizabeth Clifford 

Pete, Kate, Janie and Jillian Govorchin 

Joanne Hohs 

Callie Johnson and Jacob Huber 

Clay , Jackie, Lyndsey and Jim Lyons 

Charity, Robert, Maggie and Charlotte 
Lynch 

 
Our deepest sympathies to the family and 
friends of Ruth Laboza, who passed away 
February 10th, in Naples Florida. VOLUNTEER! 

mailto:caralj28@gmail.com
mailto:msieks@yahoo.com


 

THE GLOBAL BARNYARD . . .Hopefully our youth 
are looking for change to fill their banks to support 
God’s Global Barnyard. We are hoping to raise enough 
money to purchase chicks, bees, and maybe even a 
pig to help a village in need!  Banks can be returned 
on Palm Sunday or Easter.  
Mark your calendars for upcoming JAM NIGHTS on 
March 13th and April 17th from 6:30- 8pm. This 
a fun, bonding event for the JAM kids. Watch for an 
evite for to RSVP.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We need leaders for Chil-
dren’s Ministries on the following dates:  March 20th, 
April 10, & May 8 & 22.  Please contact Karen or sign 
up on Volunteer spot if interested. 
 

FAMILY IDEA: As we travel through our Lenten jour-
ney and look forward to the signs of spring and 
Easter, this simple project is a perfect way to illustrate 

the seasons for children of all 
ages.  An internet search for 
an Easter garden provides 
many examples and step by 
step directions,   if needed.  
Work together as a family to 
create your own garden to 
celebrate the empty tomb on 
March 27th!   

FIRST COMMUNION   
SUNDAY IS MARCH 13th . . . 
Come celebrate with these students and their      
families on Sunday, March 13th at the 10:00 am    
service.  We look forward to gathering at the Lord’s 
Table with Anna DeRosa, Zack Gay, Jack John-
son, Audrey Lester, Aiden Levins, Matthew 
Ramaker,  Emily Wilson and Max Marty. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES, MARCH AND APRIL . 
. . Confirmation Class for 7th and 8th graders for the 
remainder of this program year will meet as outlined 
below. All activities are on Sunday evening from 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m. unless noted otherwise: 
March 13 - Topic: The Lord’s Prayer 
April 3 -  Topic: Holy Baptism 
April 17 - Topic: Holy Communion 
May 1  - Confirmation Banquet 
May 15 - Confirmation Sunday for 8th graders  

Grace Connections Children’s Ministries 



Treasurer’s Commentary about 2015 Actual and 2016 Budgeted Financials 

Our 2015 financial results turned out to be much better than expected.  We began last year with great 

concern about what our transition period would mean for our financial well-being and forecasted a mean-

ingful deficit in our Net Income.  Fortunately, higher than anticipated congregational giving and lower  

Expenses led to positive 2015 Net Income of more than $26,000, alleviating that concern. 

Turning to 2016, it is important for all of us to know that our Expenses in future years are going to be 

higher than they have typically been in past years.  Relative to 2015, we are projecting Expenses to be 

10% higher.  This new cost “baseline” is driven by several factors – all positive for our church - which 

were discussed and approved at our January 31st Budget Meeting: 

Higher compensation for our Pastor than in past years:  In addition to what appear to be permanently 

higher medical insurance costs, we have increased the budgeted housing allowance for our Pas-

tor.  Our hope is that our permanent Pastor can reside in and become an ambassador for Grace 

Lutheran Church in the greater Libertyville community, which has a higher cost of living than  

communities further away.  To facilitate that, we have budgeted a housing allowance at a level 

that is 75% of the average cost of living in Libertyville. 

Building our staff to ensure we have impactful worship, Christian education, and fellowship programs, 

for members and guests of all ages:  Detailed scoping of roles and job descriptions is still under-

way, but we have budgeted for a new Relational Ministries Director, who will be responsible for 

adult and youth (confirmation/high school) programs.  In addition to this position, we anticipate 

the continuation of the part-time Director of Children’s Ministries role. 

Increasing our reserves for Building and Property:  We want to ensure that we have adequate cash 

reserves for anticipated and unanticipated building maintenance costs in the future, e.g., eventual 

sanctuary roof replacement.  In pursuit of that goal, we are increasing the amount that we are 

putting into B&P Revolving accounts.  What this means, in essence, is that we are taking a larger 

amount of cash each month and earmarking it for future use.  This amount is reflected as an    

expense on our Income Statement today, as opposed to in the future when the cash is used for 

these projects.  An important benefit of this approach is that we will be in a better position to fund 

large future maintenance projects without having to deplete our operating cash or increase the 

mortgage. 

So, what does this mean for the congregation?  The implication of this higher Expense base is that we 

need more new members and increased giving from current members.  Using a simplifying assumption 

that membership remains constant, if everyone who contributed financially during 2015 increases their 

giving by 6.5%, we will cover our forecasted Expenses in 2016.  We do not ask for annual pledges at 

Grace Lutheran, nor do we have any plans to do so.  We only ask that you consider the financial re-

sources necessary to fulfill and achieve our vision of Building Relationships, Growing Spiritually, and 

Reaching Out, and give from your heart as you are able.  

In His Name, 

Tory Ramaker, Treasurer 



 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
TIME BEGINS 
MARCH 13! 

 

6:00 pm 
GABBRS 
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